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first receive the powers of them, but afterwards produce the
energies $ which is evident in the case of the senses -, for we
have not from frequently seeing or frequently hearing re-
ceived those senses, but, on the contrary, having the senses

I we use them, but have not received them by using. But the
virtues we receive by first operating, as in the case of other

, arts; for whatever we are to do when we have learnt, these
we learn by doing 5 as by building, men become builders,,
and harpers by playing on the harp; so also by performing
just acts we become just, by doing temperate acts temperate,
by performing brave acts we become brave.

4.  Moreover what is done in states adds its testimony to
this j for legislators render the citizens good, by accustoming
them; and indeed this is the wish of every lawgiver; but as
many as do not do this well, err; and in this respect polity
differs from polity, the good from the bad.

5.  Again, every virtue is both generated and corrupted from
the same things, and through the same b 5 so also is it with
every art5 for from harping both good and bad harpers are
produced, and analogously architects and all other artists;
for from building well, men will be good builders, but bad
from building ill; for if It were not so, there would be no
occasion for a master, but all would be born either good or
bad.   Just so then is the case with the virtues ; for by per-
forming the acts of intercourse between man and man, we be-
come some just, others "unjust; by acting in dangers and
accustoming ourselves to be terrified or confident, some be*
come brave, others cowards.    So also is it with acts of desire

faculty, awd the act may immediately take place. In those things which
are acquired, as moral virtues and artss nature gives the capacity, but we
acquire the faculty by practice. Thus a man is born with the capacity of
being a statuary; biat he must have practised a long time and even made
many entire statues in a rude and imperfect manner, before he can be pro-
perty said to have the faculty of making a statue. This capacity and this
faculty are both expressed by the same word Mvajtut, and perplexities often
arise from not observing the distinction.

b Or, in other words, virtue and vice, are both produced by a succession
of similar actions: fox the expression, tlwt v|rtue fo corrupted, is equiva-
lent to saying that yic* is. produced.